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Health  Department, 

43,  Galgate, 

Barnard  Castle. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1951. 

The  year  has  shown  slow  but  steady  progress  in 
measures  taken  to  improve  the  health  conditions  in  the  area. 
Both  the  new  sewage  works  under  construction  at  Winston 
ami  Ntaindrop  were  completed  during  the  year,  03  Council 
houses  were  completed  and  a corresponding  number  of 
families  rehoused,  and  a further  substantial  reduction  in  the 
number  of  unhygienic  ash-closets  in  use  throughout  the  area 
was  made.  It  was  unfortunate  that  the  new  Sewage  Disposal 
Scheme  for  Middleton-in-Teesdale  had  again  to  be  postponed, 
but  one  must  hope  that  a start  will  be  made  early  in  the  com- 
ing year.  Another  unsatisfactory  feature  is  the  lack  of 
progress  in  regard  to  the  T’pper  Teesdale  Water  Supply 
Scheme,  which  includes  a supply  for  the  parish  of'  Eggleston, 
and  also  in  the  provision  of  a water  simply  to  the  Bildershaw 
area. 

There  was  a slight  decrease  in  the  birth-rate  foe  the 
year  and  there  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  still-birth 
rate,  there  being  12  still-births  compared  with  3 in  1950  and 
10  in  1949. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  was 
generally  lower  than  in  the  previous  year  and  I am  again 
pleased  to  be  able  to  report  no  cases  of  diphtheria  occurring 
during  the  year. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Council  and  to  my  fellow  officials 
for  their  help  and  co-operation  in  matters  relating  to  my 
department. 

I am.  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

J.  G.  PALEY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Officers. 


-Medical  Officer  of  lloail.li: 

JOHN  G.  PALMY,  AI.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H.  (Academic  Loud.), 
Seii’or  Sanitary  Inspector: 

JOHN  GEORGE  .MIDDLE ION. .M . IMS. I M S I A.,  AI.ILL1MI.1L 
Sanitary  Inspector: 

J.  LAWRENCE  KELL,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 


Clerk  to  the  Public  Health  Department: 
JOE  HODGSON. 


General  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 


Area  (acres) — 110,118. 

Rateable  Value  at  1-4-02 — £‘72,141. 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  Home  Population,  mid-year 
1901—17,860. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate — £264  11s.  8d. 

The  chief  industries  are  agriculture,  coal  mining  aud  stone 
quarrying. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  year. 

Total  Male 

Live-Births.  Legitimate  ) ( 140 

) 269  ( 

Illegitimate  ) ( 9 

Live-Birth  Bate — 10.1  per  1,600  home  population. 
Corresponding  rate  for  Englan  1 and  Wales  10.0. 


Female 

113 


o 


Total  Male  Female 

Stilt.-Births.  Legitimate  ) (Legit.  10  6 4 

) 12  ( 

Illegitimate  ) (lliegit.  2 2 0 

Still-Birth  Bate  per  1,000  home  population — 0.67. 
Corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales — 0.36. 

Total  Male  Female 

Deaths.  240  130  110 

Death-rate  per  1,000  home  population — -13.7. 

For  England  and  Wales  — 12.0. 

For  148  smaller  towns  — 12.0. 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 Year. 

Male.  Female 

Total  ...  8 1 

Legitimate  ,,,  ...  ,,,  8 1 

Illegitimate  0 0 


Deaths  ok  In kants  indeu  4 Weeks  ok  Auk. 

Male.  Female 

Total  4 L 

Legitimate  4 1 

Illegitimate  0 0 

Death  Date  ok  Infants  under  1 Year  of  Age. 

All  infants  per  1,01)0  live-births  4-4..*? 

England  and  Wales  29.0 

148  Smaller  Towns  27.0 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1 ,000  Legitimate  Live-births  ...  44.7 


Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live-births  ... 


Causes  of  Death. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Tuberculosis  Respiratory  System  ... 

3 

3 

6 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

U 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

0 

0 

u 

Diphtheria 

u 

u 

u 

Whooping  Cough 

u 

u 

u 

Meningococcal  Infections 

1 

0 

1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0 

u 

0 

Measles 

u 

0 

0 

Other  Infective  & Parasitic  Diseases 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer  (All  Types)  ... 

19 

11 

39 

Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

0 

1 

Diabetes 

2 

0 

2 

Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

17 

24 

41 

Coronary  Disease,  angina  ... 

23 

7 

30 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ... 

Q 

o 

4 

Other  Heart  Disease 

19 

23 

42 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ... 

6 

6 

12 

Influenza 

‘ 4 

6 

10 

Pneumonia 

9 

3 

5 

Bronchitis 

o 

6 

12 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System 

l 

0 

1 

I leer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

l 

0 

1 

Gastritis.  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ... 

9 

0 

2 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

6 

2 

8 . 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

3 

0 

O 

f) 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  & Abortion  ... 

0 

0 

0 

( 'ongenital  Malformations 

0 

0 

0 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

8 

14 

22 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents' 

fi 

0 

6 

All  Other  Accidents  ... 

2 

‘) 
r 1 

f> 

Suicide 

1 

0 

1 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ... 

o 

0 

0 

130  110  240 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

A Central  Public  Health  Laboratory,  controlled  by  a 
joint  committee,  representing'  the  County  Council  of  Durham, 
the  City  of  Newcastle,  and  the  County  Boroughs  of  Gateshead." 
and  Tynemouth,  has  been  provided  to  assist  practitioners  in 
the  diagnosis  of  diphtheria,  enteric  fever,  tuberculosis,  and 
venereal  diseases,  etc. 

The  Laboratory  is  situated  in  Government  Buildings, 
Ponteland  lload,  New  eastie-on-Tyne.  Facilities  are  also  pro- 
vided at  Bishop  Auckland  General  Hospital,  Pathological 
Department,  for  urgent  bacteriological  examinations. 

Amm  j.ance  Facilities. 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer's  Ambul- 
ance Department,  Durham,  for  the  following  statements  relat- 
ing to  tne  working  of  the  Ambulanece  Service  during  the 
year. 

Table  A. 


Bishop  Auckland 

Bd.  Castle  Urban 

(No.  14  Control) 

and 

Area  * 

Rural  Di'tricts 

Ambulance  ( 'ontrobs 

1 

Nil 

( Herb-telephonists 

4 

Nil 

Ambulance  Depots 

...  b 

•) 

Ambulances 

lb 

Sitting-case  cars 

Nil 

Nil 

Drlvei  -Attenda  nts 

89 

4 

- Barnard  Castle  Frban  and  Kural  Districts  loim  part  of  this 
Control  Area,  the  column  adjoining  showing  the  depots, 
etc.,  actually  situated  within  the  districts.  The  whole  of  the 
facilities  provided  in  the  Control  Area  are  ava'lable  to  the 
districts.  The  Ambulance  Control  is  situated  at  Bishop 
Auckland  and  is  staffed  by  4 clerk-telephonists  who  main- 
tain a 24-hour  service. 

Summary  of  work  done  during  1 DAp  by  vehicles  stat- 
ioned in  Barnard  Castle  Frban  and  Bural  Districts: — 

Table  B. 

.tourneys,  Cases  Carried.  .Mile Age. 

Stretchier  S.tt’ng  Tot  d 

1,018  498  2,1b  2 2,64b  64.88b 

NOTE.— In  add d io  i to  the  above,  patients  lesiding  in  the 
urban  and  mral  districts  are  also  conveyed  by  vehicles  firm 


neighbouring  depots  within  the  Control  Area  and  by  the 
Darlington  Ambulance  Service,  as  occasion  demands. 
Records  are  not  maintained  in  sanitary  district  order  and 
information  regarding  these  cases  cannot  be  conveniently 
supplied. 

Home  Nursing. 

TJnder  Section  25  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
194(1,  the  provision  of  a Home  Nursing  Service  became  the 
responsibiltiy  of  the  Local  Health  Authorities  as  from  the  5th 
July,  1948.  By  an  agreement  concluded  by  the  Durham  County 
Nursing  Association,  the  Durham  County  Council  have 
delegated  this  aspect  of  their  functions  to  the  Association, 
which  now  operates  under  the  general  supervision  of  the 
County  Medical  Officer.  This  arrangement  has  necessitated 
the  integration  and  co-ordination  by  the  County  Nursing 
Association  of  the  services  formerly  provided  by  individual 
district  nursing  associations  and  the  transfer  of  administration 
to  the  County  Association. 

The  arrangements  whereby  the  domiciliary  midwife 
service  in  certain  areas  of  the  County  was  provided  on  an 
agency  basis  by  district  nursing  associations  are  continued 
under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  with 
the  County  Nursing  Association  acting  as  the  agent. 

Both  services  are  now  available  free  of  charge. 

In  this  area  the  following  districts  are  served  by 
resident  nurses  who  provide  general,  midwifery  and  maternity 
nursing  services  in  their  districts,  viz: — Butterknowle,  Cock- 
field,  Evenwood  and  Bamshaw,  Middleton-in-Teesdale.  and 
Staindrop.  In  the  case  of  Eggleston,  services  are  provided  by 
the  North  Biding  of  Yorkshire  County  Nursing  Association. 


Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

Child  Welfare  Centres  administered  by  the  Durham 
County  Council  are  held  at  Butterknowle,  Coekfield,  Middle- 
ton-in-Teesdale,  Staindrop,  and  Witton  Park.  Temporary 
School  Clinics  are  provided  at  Evenwood  C.E.  School  and 
Butterknowle  County  School.  Weekly  sessions,  attended  by 
an  Acting  School  Nurse,  are  held  at  these  clinics. 

Hospitals,  Prune  and  Voluntary. 

Cases  of  infectious  diseases  requiring  hospital  treatment 
are  sent  to  one  of  the  hospitals  controlled  by  the  South-West 


Durham  Hospital  Management  Committee.  The  Mar  wood 
H<  jspital,  situated  in  this  area  and  formerly  administered  by 
the  Auckland,  Shildon  and  Willington  Joint  Hospital  Board, 
has  now  been  taken  over  as  a private  residence.  There  are 
no  other  hospitals  in  the  district. 


Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

1.  WATER.  Supplies  from  the  Tees  Valiev  Water  Board 
and  the  Durham  County  Water  Board  were  satisfactory  both 
as  regards  quantity  and  quality.  These  undertakings  supply 
the  greater  portions  of  the  Southern  and  Northern  parts  of  the 
district.  Systematic  bacteriological  examinations  of  water 
supplies  under  the  control  of  these  undertakings  are  made. 

Bacteriological  examinations  were  made  of  the  follow- 
ing water  supplies  controlled  by  the  Council — viz:  Stainton., 
Cockfield,  V ackerfield,  Newbiggin,  Middleton-i n-Teesdale 
and  Woodland.  With  the  exception  of.  Stainton  and  samples 
taken  at  Cockfield  and  W ackerfield,  the  reports  received  were 
entirely  satisfactory.  In  the  acse  of  Cockfield  and  Wacker- 
field,  sampes  shewed  model  at-e  contamination  with  colitorm 
organisms.  Samples  taken  earlier  in  the  year  were  satisfac- 
tory . 


Stkeatlam  and  Stainton  Sviti.y. 

These  springs  appear  to  be  particularly  liable  to  suif'ace 
contamination  as  is  shown  by  unsatislactoiy  bacteriological 
reports  in  the  past,  and  I must  stress  the  importance  of  keep- 
ing the  impounded  area  of  ground  around  these  springs  as 
free  from  the- risk  of  contamination  as  possible.  During  the 
year,  it  was  found  that  a portion  of  the  fencing  surrounding 
the  area  had  collapsed  and  cattle  had  strayed  into  the  pro- 
tected area.  The  Council  has  agreed  to  the  provision  of  a 
strong  chain  link  fencing  in  place  of  the  existing  fence.  In 
addition  the  Surveyor  is  completing  a surface  water  drain  to 
(he  low  side  of  the  spring  chambers  in  order  to  eliminate  any. 
possible  source  of  surface  contact  with  the  spr  ngs  from  sur- 
face water  flooding  the  south  side  of  ihe  compound  during 
rainy  weather. 

Vitek  Tkksdalk  Sci-ikme. 

No  deei  sion  was  reached  during  the  year  in  regard  to 
this  scheme,  and  owing  to  the  protracted  delay  the  Consulting 
Engineers  have  now  considerabb  increased  their  estimate  of 


the  cost  of  t he  scheme.  They  suggest  that  their  original  pro- 
posals need  not  he  modified  in  any  way  on  account  of  the 
proposed  mining  operations  in  the  area,  in  view  of  the  urgent 
need  of  a water  supply  to  t lie  parishes  of  Eggleston  and  Mar- 
wood,  a sub-committee  of  Ihe  ( 'ouncil  made  an  inspection  of  a 
number  of  springs  on  Eggleston  Common  and  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  these  springs  would  supply  an  ample  amount  of 
water  for  these  areas.  Monthly  gauging-s  of  the  springs  are 
now  being  taken,  and  it  will  be  some  time  before  sufficient 
evidence  has  accumulated  to  show  whether  an  adequate  out- 
put of  water  is  maintained  throughout  the  year. 

Cockfield,  Hilton  and  Wackerfield. 

The  starting  date  for  the  new  scheme  of  supply  for 
these  villages  which  had  been  brought  forward  to  May  has 
again  been  postponed  owing  to  shortage  of  materials  and 
labour,  and  April,  1902,  has  now  been  suggested  as  the  prob- 
able date  of  commencement. 

Staindrop  and  Ingleton. 

This  scheme  to  reinforce  the  supplies  to  Staindrop  and 
Ingleton  villages  and  to  provide  a new  supply  of  fresh  water 
to  Winston  Station  and  six  cottages  south  of  the  station  was 
completed  during  the  year. 

Bildershaw. 

No  further  progress'  was  made  towards  providing  a 
supply  of  water  to  this  area.  In  December  it  was  decided  that 
the  question  of  the  carrying  out  of  this  scheme  be  discussed 
with  officials  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern- 
ment when  they  meet  to  discuss  the  Upper  Teesdale  Scheme. 

Evenwood. 

The  new  6-inch  main  laid  to  Evenwood  via  West  Auck- 
land by  the  Durham  County  Water  Board  was  completed  and 
put  into  use  during  March. 


WATER  SHORTAGES. 

Woodland  and  Copley. 

A water  shortage  was  reported  at  Copley  in  the  begin- 
ning of  August.  The  springs  supplying  the  area  were  found 
to  be  failing  and  steps  were  taken  to  utilise  the  Throstle  Bog- 
Spring  by  means  of  a portable  pump  and  hose.  Later,  in  Sep 
tembor,  the  supply  from  the  springs  improved  and  the  addi- 
tional supply  was  not  required. 


N E \V 1 1 It; ( . IX  AND  F()l{ KST-I N-T EES])  AE K . 

A shortage  was  also  reported  in  the  Forest  area  in 
Fpper  Teesdale,  Imt  this  was  apparently  due  to  a fractured 
service  pipe  at  the  high  pressure  point,  and  when  this  was 
attended  t<>  the  supply  returned  to  normal. 

M 1 nilEETMN.  CoCKEIKEI)  AND  WllODl.ANI). 

There  was  a considerable  falling  off  in  the  output  of 
the  springs  supplying  these  areas  in  the  later  summer  months, 
and  in  the  case  of  the  Cocldield  supply  the  additional  springs 
at  Arugyll  were  brought  into  use  by  pumping. 


Particulars  of  Dwelling-houses  supplied  from  Public  Water 

Mains. 

Number  of  House  supplied  from 
Public  Water  Mains 

Parish  Present  Esti-  Total  Number 

mated  Population  of  Houses  (a)  (b) 

Direct  to  House  By  stand-pipe 


Evenwood  

dob-'! 

1191 

1165 

8 

Hamsterley  

371 

126 

78 

1 

Lynesac-k  & Softley 

1729 

583 

540 

6 

South  Bedbnrn 

225 

66 

— 

— 

Etherley  

2177 

361 

311 

2 

Woodland  

352 

126 

120 

o 

Cleatiam  

83 

28 

24 

— 

Gainford  

708 

261 

234 

1] 

Headlam  

83 

25 

23 

— 

La  nan  on  

62 

22 

19 

1 

Ingleton  

276 

119 

94 

10 

Staindrop  

1036 

384 

323 

23 

Westwick  

68 

24 

19 

— 

Whorlton  

192 

68 

46 



Morton  Tinmouth  ... 

18 

6 





Langleydale  & Shotton 

109 

35 

11 

. 

Marwood  

281 

89 

31 



Ruby  & Keverstone 

177 

57 

6 

13 

Bolam  

82 

27 

22 



Hilton  

59 

19 

— 

— 

Streatlam  & Stainton 

209 

75 

57 



Cockfield  

1 752 

670 

652 

9 

Eggleston  

501 

169 

— 

— 

Forest  Frith 

325 

118 

22 

3 

Middleton-in-Teesdale 

1 567 

d74 

484 

58 

Newbigein  

257 

83 

18 

29 

Wackdrfield 

88 

28 

20 

6 

Winston  

367 

127 

116 

l 

2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


N I l i > i > u;j(  >n  - 1 n -Tkesdai.k. 

It  is  hoped  that  subject  to  sat  slaetory  tenders  being' 
received  and  approval  given  by  t lie  Ministry  of  Local  Govern- 
ment and  Planning',  work  may  be  commenced  on  the  new 
scheme  as  soon  after  the  1st  January,  19o-i,  as  possible.  Com- 
plaints are  frequently  received  of  nuisances  caused  by  sewage 
and  sludge  from  the  present  sewage  d sposal  works. 

Even  wood.  New  Moors. 

Replacements  and  new  fittings  required  at  these  works 
were  leeeived  and  the  work  of  fixing  them  completed  during 
the  year. 

Winston. 

The  new  works  at  Winston  were  completed  and  ready 
for  use  by  the  end  of  December.  The  works  comprise  a 
Detritus  Chamber  and  Screen,  double  Settling  Tanks,  and 
Dosing  ('hamber,  Filter  Bed  and  double  Humus  Tanks.  There 
are  six  Sludge  Beds'.  All  the  processes  of  treatment  of  the 
sewage  are  by  gravity. 

Staindrop.  New  Scheme. 

These  works,  also,  were  completed  and  put  into  use 
during  the  year.  Owing  to  differences  in  levels  the  sewage 
has  first  to  be  pumped  to  the  various  treatment  tanks.  There 
are  twelve  Sludge  Beds.  All  drainage  from  the  s'ludge  beds, 
humus  tanks,  etc.,  is  pumped  back  into  the  detritus  tank  and 
re -treated. 

Inch, eton. 

A new  scheme  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  for 
the  village  of  Ingleton  has  been  agreed  upon  by  the  Council. 
A site  has  been  chosen  comprising  an  area  of  one  acre  and  the 
total  estimated  cost  of  the  scheme  is  £8,000. 

Gainfoud. 

The  Surveyor  reported  that  thes'e  works  are  very  much 
overloaded.  Fie  recommended  certain  repairs  and  alterations 
to  the  existing  works,  and  the  Committee  agreed  to  these 
recommendations. 


CoCKKIKU),  EsPKKEKY,  lllOIl  ANI)  Low  IjANDK. 


A new  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  these  areas  was  out- 
lined by  the  Consulting  Engineers  m April , and  the  ('ouneil 
recommended  that  this  should  be  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Local  Government  and  Planning;  for  their  observat  oils. 


3.  PRIVY  CONVERSIONS. 

During-  the  year  ending  31st  December,  82  individual 
grants  were  made  by  the  Council  for  privy  conversions.  An 
additional  41  conversions  were  carried  out  in  a combined 
scheme  in  the  parish  of  Even  wood.  In  this  latter  case,  the 
Council  contributed  half  the  cost  of  the  conversions. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  from  the  Sanitary  Inspectors' 
Return  that  the  total  number  of  water  closets  in  the  d strict 
now  exceeds  the  number  of  ash-closets,  ash-pit  privies  and  pail 
closets,  though  the  total  number  of  these  insanitary  contriv- 
ances is  still  well  over  2.000. 


4.  PT’BLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  greater  part  of  the  area  is  covered  by  direct  labour. 
Scavenging  is  undertaken  by  Motor  Vehicles  (Ivarrier- 
Bantam).  One  small  area  which  is  not  suitable  for  motor 
transport  is  let  by  contract. 

Number  of  Wagons — 11. 

Number  of  full-time  employees: 


Foreman-Mechanic  1 

Foreman’s  Assistant  ^..  1 

Driver  Fillers  7 

Fillers  6 


15 

Number  of  Garage.' — 2 (one  owned  by  the  Council  and 


one  rented  ) . 

Scavenging  Areas — 7. 

Sl'Al M.A UY  OK  WoKlv  DoNE. 

Total  number  of  premises  scavenged 238,927 

Total  number  of  loads  carried  4,233 

Total  miles  run  by  wagons  30,478 

Total  gallons  of  petrol  used  4,408 

Tota I pints  < >f  oil  used  400 

Estimated  tonnage  of  refuse  removed  8,470 


5.  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


Following  is  a,  summary  of 

the  work  done 

in  the 

Sanitary  Inspectors'  Department  during  the 

year  PC 

1 

1.  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Number  of 

N umbei  of 

Number  of 

Informal 

Formal 

Nuisances 

written 

Notices  by 

abated  alter 

Notices  by 

Order  of 

Notice 

Inspector 

Authority 

Dwelling-houses  and  Schools: 

Foul  Conditions 

— 

— 

— 

Structural  Defects 

VJ 

3 

— 

Overcrowding- 

— 

— 

— 

Lodging-houses 

— 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

— 

— 

— 

Cowsheds 

— 

- — 

— 

Bakehouses 

— 

— 

— 

Slaughter-houses 

— 

— 

— 

Ashpits  ami  Privies 

36 



— 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

— 

— 

— 

Walerclosets 

— 

1 

— 

Defective  Yard  Paving  ... 
1 louse  Drainage : 

— 

— 

— 

Defective  traps 

— 

— 

— 

No  Disconnection  from  Sewers 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Faults 

18 

1 

— 

Water  Supply 

5 

— 

— 

Pigsties 

— 

— 

— 

Animals  Improperly  Kept 

1 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

2 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

Refuse  Accommodation 

5 

— 

— 

Dangerous  Buildings 
Food  and  Drugs  ; 

3 

3 

— 

Food  Premises 

3 

— 

— 

Rats  ami  Mice  Destruction 

1 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

123 

8 

_ 

II.  WATER,  FOOD  AND  DRUGS.  Nu 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis  31 

Samples  of  Water  condemned  as  unfit  for  use  — 

Seizures  of  Unwholesome  Food  — 

Convictions  for  exposing  or  selling  Unwholesome  Food 

Samples  of  Food  and  Dines  taken  for  Analysis 23 

Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  found  Adulterated — 


III.  PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASE. 

Lots  of  Infectious  Bedding  stored  or  destroyed 

Houses  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  1 5 

Schools  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  

Prosecutions  for  exposures  of  infected  persons  or  things 
Convictions  for  exposures  of  infected  persons  or  things 

IV.  GENERAL. 


Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  year  ... 
Number  of  such  Houses  occupied  during-  year 
Ashpit-pi  ivies  converted  into  Ash-closets 
Ashpit-privies  converted  into  Water-closets 
Ash-closets  converted  into  Water-closets 
Total  number  of  Water-closets  in  District 
Total  number  of  Ash-closets  in  District 
Total  number  of  Ashpit-privies  in  District  ... 
Total  number  of  Pail  Closets  in  District 


81 

81 


105 

2,869 

2.682 
o r 

o-> 

95 


6.  DISINFESTATION. 


R ( II  )KXT  ( ’ONTE 0L . 

Mr.  Kell  writes  as  follows': — 

Du r iny  the  year  two  sewer  treatments  were  carried  out 
involving  the  baiting  of'  1 ,205  manholes.  This  work  is  routine, 
and  is  the  minimum  amount  of  sewer  treatment  rankiny  for 
Government  yrant.  Sewaye  works  are  treated  in  conjunction 
with  the  seweraye  system  generallv.  The  Council's  Refuse 
Tips  upon  which  there  is  a constantly  varying-  vat  population, 
have  been  inspected  regularly  and  treated  where  necessary. 
Three  block  treatments  (treatments  involving  more  than  one 
premise)  have  been  carried  out,  on  two  occasions  to  domestic 
premises,  and  on  one  occasion  to  business  premises.  Single 
treatments  were  also  carried  out  upon  three  domestic  propert- 
ies and  at  one  sohp. 

Under  the  “Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act." 
1949,  the  Council  becomes  responsible  for  Rodent  Control 
throughout  the  whole  of  its  area  and  it  is  therefore  hoped,  next 
year,  to  make  a commencement  upon  the  inspection  and  ser- 
vicing where  necessary  of  farms.  This  will  be  a chargeable 
service. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  & 1948. 


I . 

INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of'  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 

No.  on  Inspec-  Written  Occupiers 


Premises 

Register. 

tions. 

Notices, 

. pr’euted 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1.  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  bocal  Authorities 

9 

16 

2 

Nil 

(ii) 

Factories  no!  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  tlie  Local  Authority 

41 

57 

4 

Nil 

(iii) 

Other  Premises  in.  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the  iLocai 
Authority  (excluding  out- 

9 

26 

Nil 

workers’  premises)  

Total  ...  ...  ... 

59 

99 

6 

Nil 

CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND: 


Particulars, 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 
(a)  Insufficient  

3 

2 

(b>  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 



(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

. . . 

— 

Number  of  Out- workers — 2 

Total  5 2 

(making,  etc.,  wearing  appare 

HOUSING. 


During  the  year  63  houses  were  completed  and  occup- 
ied, compared  with  60  for  the  previous  year.  Owing  to  con- 
tinued restriction  of  capital  expenditure,  this  represents  a 
considerably  lower  figure  than  for  the  year  1950. 

Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  Allocation  for 

1952. 

To  houses  were  authorised  as  in  the  previous  year,  and 
from  this  quota  !•>  houses  were  allotted  to  Private  Enterprise 
by  the  Council . The  remaining  60  hous'es  were  later  increased 
to  62  as  a convenience  for  tendering  purposes,  and  were  allo- 
cated to  the  Etherlev  and  Evenwood  parishes.  ETHER  LEY 
— 32.  EVENWCH  )D— 30. 

It  is  likely  that  the  allocation  will  be  increased  during 
the  current  year. 


Distribution  of  Houses  built  and  occupied  during  the  year. 


Parish. 

2-Bedroom. 

3-Bedroom. 

Total 

Middleton 

v • 

0 

0 

12 

Cockfield 

18 

14 

32 

Staindrop 

5 

2 

7 

Evenwood 

0 

0 

0 

Woodland 

2 

4 

6 

TOTAL 

37 

26 

03 

Statement  of  Housing  Situation  at  end  of  1951. 


Parish. 

Cockfield 
Even  wood 
Middleton 
Staindrop 
Gain  to  rd 
Hamsterley  ... 

Whorl  ton 

Etheriey 

Ingleton 

Butterknowle 

Copley 

Winston 

SI  rent  lam  and  Stainton 

Woodland 

/ 

Totals' 


In  course  of 
construction 
Houses  completed  & or  completed 
occupied  by  31-12-50.  but  not 

occupied. 

06  12 

74  — 

38 

■it;  — 

24  20 

0 

4 — 

10  — 

22  

~4  — 

8 — 

0 

It  10 

0 — 


310  48 


In  addition  to  the  above,  six  bungalows  are  in  course 
of  erection,  two  at  Cockfield  and  four  at  Evenwood.  Two 
bouses  allocated  to  Woodland  and  two  bungalows  allocated 
to  Cockfield,  have  not  yet  been  commenced. 

A series  of  inspections  of  Council  bouses  was  made  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year,  with  a view  to  the 
ascertainment  of  the  state  in  which  the  bouses  are  being  kept 
and  of  the  amount  of  overcrowding.  As1  a result  the  Inspec- 
tors reported  that  “in  all,  342  bouses  were  inspected  ami  of 
these  a total  of  9 were  classed  as  being  tenanted,  by  dirty  fam- 
ilies, and  21  were  overcrowded."  The  Inspectors  feel  that  the 
number  of  bouses  classed  as  being  dirty  would  have  been 


higher  it  notice  of  their  visit  had  not  been  sent  out  before- 
hand. If  this  conclusion  is  correct,  1 consider  that  it  is  an 
indication  that  more  frequent  visits  by  the  Sanitar\  Officials 
to  "unsatisfactory"  houses  would  be  of  value  in  helping  to 
promote  improvements  in  the  standards  of  these  houses. 


Statement  of  Particulars  of  Overcrowding  in  Council  houses. 

Cockfield.  3 houses  overcrowded  by 1 1 nit 

1 house  ,,  ,,  ,, 

1 house  ,,  ,,  3 ,, 

1 house  ,,  ,,  3 i ,, 

Butterknowle.  1 house  overcrowded  by \ Unit 

1 house  ,,  ,,  ,,  i ,, 

1 house  ,,  ,,  ,,  4 ,, 

Ingleton.  1 house  ,,  ,,  1 ,, 

Middleton.  3 houses  ,,  ,,  -1>  ,, 

Eveuwood.  1 house  ,,  , , st  ,, 

1 house  ,,  ,,  1 ,, 

Ethei  ley.  1 house  ,,  ,,  ^ ,, 

1 house  , , ,,  1 ,, 

1 house  ,,  4 h ,, 

StaTidrop.  3 houses  ,,  ,,  i ,, 


Building  by  Private  Enterprise. 

During  the  year  eleven  houses  were  erected  in  the  area 
by  private  enterprise. 


Temporary  Buildings. 

There  was  one  family  remaining  in  occupation  of  a 
timber  hut  situated  in  Coach  ltoad  Wood  Camp,  Staindrop,  at 
the  end  of  the  year. 


Applications  for  Council  Houses. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a total  of  412  live  applications 
for  Council  houses  was  still  outstanding.  This  figure  does  not 
include  additional  applications  by  the  same  applicant  for 
houses  in  more  than  one  parish.  It  is  evident,  however,  that 
at  the  present  rate  of  building,  the  supply  has  not  even  begun 
to  catcft  up  with  the  demand. 

It  has  been  stated  that  some  tenants  of  post-war  houses 
are  now  unable  to  afford  the  rents'  and  would  like  to  vacate 
their  houses.  I odubt.  however,  that  if  it  came  to  the  point, 
there  are  many  tenants  who  would  he  willing  to  return  to  the 
inferior  housiug  conditions  from  which  they  came.  In  any 
ease  the  larger  number  of  applications  for  houses  indicates 
there  is  still  a big  demand  for  them. 


1 append  below  the  figures  for  housing  applications  in 
some  of  the  larger  parishes: — 


Parish. 
Cockfield 
Etherley 
Evenwood  ... 
Grainford 
Butterknowle 
Middleton  and 
Staimlrqp 
Woodland 


Number  of  applications  at  •'31/12/1951. 

HI 

’•  • • •••  ••• 

01 

81 

82 

19 

Newbiggin  ...  31 

43 

17 


Defence  (Cer.sral)  Regulations,  1939.  Regulation  68A. 
Licensing  of  Houses  for  Human  Habitation. 

There  are  at  present  33  properties  which  have  been  con- 
demned under  Clearance  or  Demolition  Orders  and  which  are 
in  occupation  under  licence  granted  by  the  Council. 


8.  INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

It  is  now  the  duty  of  the  Local  Authority  under  these 
Regulations  to  register  all  milk  distributors — i.e.,  persons 
trailing  from  premises  other  than  a dairy  farm.  There  are  at 
the  present  time  six  dealers  registered  with  this  Council  under 
the  llegulations.  In  addition,  five  Supplementary  Licences 
permitting  the  special  designation  “Pasteurised”  have  been 
granted. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

Milk  Supplies  only.  Samples  are  submitted  to  the 
Agricultural  Department,  King's  College,  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne,  or  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Northallerton. 

During  the  year,  samples  of  milk  were  taken  from  the 
milk  supplies  of  14  producer-retailers  and  2 dealers.  All  these 
•samples  were  found  to  be  free  from  tubercle  but  in  two  cases 
samples  were  found  to  be  infected  with  brucella  abortus.  In 
both  these  cases  action  was  taken  under  Section* 21)“  Milk  and 
Dairies  Kegulations,  1949,  requiring  that  no  milk  shall  be 
sold  for  consumption  unless  previously  heat  treated. 

Ice  (.'ream.  ( Heat  Treatment,  Etc.  ) Pecu  lations,  1947. 

There  were  4 Ketail-Manufacturers  and  34  Retailers 
legistered  in  the  district  at,  the  end  of  the  year. 

Ice  Cream  Sampling. 

Twelve  samples  of  ice  cream  were  sent  for  test’ng. 
Eleven  were  placed  in  provisional  grade  I.,  and  one  in  pro- 
visional grade  II. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938.  SECTION  13. 


Inspections  "'eve  made  (hiring  the  year  of  premises 
where  food  intended  for  sale  is  prepared  01  stored.  Following 
representations  made  by  ihe  Inspectors,  a hot  water  geyser 
was  installed  in  the  premises  of  the  Co-operative  Stoles.  Main- 
drop,  for  the  use  of  the  staff. 

Butchers.  Making-up  Rooms. 

It  was  found  that  in  certain  eases,  butchers  were  not 
using  separate  rooms  for  the  manufacture  of  potted  meats, 
sausage,  etc.  Some  were  found  to  be  using  wash-houses  for 
the  purpose.  The  Sanitary  Inspectors  pointed  out  these  de- 
fects to  the  butchers  concerned  and  it  is  expected  that  im- 
provement* will  soon  be  carried  out. 

Inspections  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector* 
also  included  visits  to  Fried  Fish  Shops.  In  one  instance  the 
premises  were  found  to  he  unfit  and  were  subsequently  closed. 
In  another,  following  representations  made  by  the  Inspectors, 
a considerable  number  of  improvements  were  made  to  the 
premises. 

Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks. 

In  August,  a case  of  Salmonella  infection  occurred  in  a 
farmer  resident  in  TTpper  Teesdale.  For  two  days  he  was 
acutely  ill,  but  his  wife,  who  was  found  also  to  be  carrying 
the  organism,  was  not  affected  at  all.  The  son,  aged  26  years, 
had  slight  diarrhoea,  but  he  had  been  taking  salts  and  there 
was  no  fever.  lie,  too,  was  found  to  be  carrying  the  organ- 
ism. 

A fortnight  before  the  farmer’s  illness,  11  calves  were 
affected  with  sickness  fever,  loose  bowels,  etc.,  and  nine  of 
these  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  salmonella  poisoning. 
Two  dinks  were  kept  on  the  farm  and  the  family  had  been 
eating  their  eggs,  though  these  had  keen  hard  boiled  before 
eating.  One  of  these  ducks  was  subsequently  found  to  be  in- 
fected with  the  salmonella  germ  and  it  is  piobable  that  this 
duck  was  the  original  cause  of  thej  outbreak  of  illness  in  the 
calves.  Whet  her 'the  farmer  and  his  family  were  infected  by 
consuming  duck  eggs  or  whether  by  direct  contact  with  the 
infected  calves,  it  is  difficult  to  say  with  certainty. 

Slaughtering. 

There  is  a centralised  Slaughter  House,  situated  in 
Barnard  (’astle  and  serving  three  districts,  viz.,  Barnard 
Castle  "Urban  and  Rural  Districts,  and  Startforth  Rural 
District. 


Meal  inspections  aie  cairied  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  employed  by  I lit*  Barnard  ( aslle  I rban  J)istrict 
Council,  holiday  and  sickness  duty  be i ivy  undertaken  by  the 
two  Sanitary  Inspectors  of  the  Barnard  Castle  It  urn  1 District 
Council.  All  three  officers  hold  the  Meat  and  Food  Certificate 
of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 


I append  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Meat 
Inspector  during  the  year: — 


Carcases  inspected  and  Condemned. 


1st  January  to  31st  December,  1951. 


Cattle 
excluding 
( '(.)\VS 

Cows 

Calves 

bheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

c.c. 

Cas 

c.c. 

Cas. 

C.C. 

Cas. 

C.C. 

Cas. 

CC. 

Cas. 

Cott 

Number  Killed 

1055 

79 

174 

164 

4 

151 

3449 

250 

197 

162 

18 

Number  Inspected 

1 055 

79 

174 

164 

4 

151 

3449 

246 

197 

162 

14 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

— 

15 

— 

51 

— 

42 

1 

51 

— 

14 

— 

Part  of  Carcase  or 
organ  condemned 

270 

21 

53 

77 



6 

29 

54 

2 

34 

— 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

25.6 

45.6 

30.4 

78.0 

31. S 

1.0 

42.7 

1.0 

29.6 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

3 

2 

2 

10 

’ 5 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Part  of  carcase  or 
organ  condemned 

(S3 

4 

20 

17 





_ 

2 

— 

Percentage  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affected 
with  Tuberculosis 

6.2 

7.6 

12.6 

16.4 

~ 

33 

— 

.5 

3.0 

— 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

DIP11THER IA  IMMUNISATION. 

There  was  a slight  decrease  in  the  number  <d  children 
aged  nutter  •>  years  who  received  a primary  course  of  immun- 
isation (luring  the  year,  but  there  was  a small  increase  in  the 
number  aged  between  5- 1 5 years  who  received  a full  course. 

Facilities  continue  to  he  provided  at  the  County  "Wel- 
fare Centres  for  children  under  5 years,  and  for  children  of 
any  ape  by  the  private  practitioners. 

Immunisations  were  also  carried  out  at  schools  by 
arrangement  with  the  County  Education  Authority,  and  dur- 
ing the  year  sessions  were  held  at  Middleton-in-Teesdale  and 
Evenwood  Schools. 

Age  at  date  of  Total 

Final  Injection.  Under 

0-4  years.  5-14  years.  15 

Number  of  Children  who  completed 
a full  course  of  primary  immunisa- 
tion in  the  authority’s  area  in  the  12 

months  ending  31st  December,  1951  154  70  224 

Number  given  reinforcing  injection 
during  year  118 

1 am  pleased  to  report  that  again  no  cases  of  diphtheria 
occurred  in  the  district,  nor  were  any  suspected  cases  notified. 

Diphtheria,  formerly  one  of  the  most  dangerous  risks 
of  childhood,  is  now  classed  as  a rare  disease.  It  must  be 
remembered,  however,  that  the  virulence  of  the  disease,  unlike 
that  of  scarlet  fever,  is  still  high,  and  it  is  necessary  that  a 
large  proportion  of  the.  child  population  should  continue  to  be 
inoculated  in  order  to  maintain  immunity. 

There  was  a considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of 
cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  most  of  these  were  of  a mild  charac- 
ter. It  was  found  possible  to  isolate  11  of  the  cases  at  home. 
In  all  cases  where  the  medical  attendant  recommended  isola- 
tion at  home,  personal  visits  were  paid  to  the  homes  in  order 
to  ensure  that  adequate  measures  for  isolation  were  carried 
out.  The  notification  rate  was  1.79  per  1,00  population  com- 
pared with  a rate  of  2.7  for  the  previous  year,  and  a rate  of 
1.11  for  England  and  "Wales'. 

There  was  a considerable  decrease  in  the  incidence  of 
measles,  the  notification  rate  being  7.39  per  1,000  of  the 
population  compared  with  a rate  of  17.65  for  the  previous  year 
and  a rate  of  14.07  for  England  and  Wales.  The  notification 
late  for  whooping  cough  was  3.64  compared  with  a rate  of 
3.87  for  England  and  Wales'. 


M KN  I MiOCC’OCAl,  I N I KGTJON. 


due  confirmed  ca.se  of  cerebro  spinal  meningitis  was 
notified  in  September.  This  was  a bo\  aped  13  years  who  was 
a member  of  a Sunderland  Hoys  School  Camp,  housed  in  the 
Assembly  Hall,  Middleton-in-Teesdale.  Owing  to  tin*  some- 
what crowded  sleeping  conditions  at  Hie  camp  it  was  thought 
advisable  that  the  group  of  campers  be  dispersed  and  tin* 
building  well  ventilated  before  the  admission  of  another 
group.  The  boy  subsequently  made  a pood  recovery. 

Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year. 


Admitted  Diagnosis  Total 
to  Hospital.  Not  confirmed.  Cases 


Scarlet  Fever 

. 32 

21 

— 

32 

Diphtheria 

. — 

— 

— 

— 

l’uerperal  Pyrexia  .. 

*> 

*> 

— 

— 

•) 

O 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

— 

M 

Pneumonia 

’ 12 

- — 

— 

12 

Ophthalmia 

. — 

— 

— 

— 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 
(Paralytic) 

_ 



Ac.  Poliomyelitis 
(Non  Paralytic)  .. 

_ 







Enteric  Fever 

. — 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal 

Infections 

Q 

O 

2 

o 

1 

Measles 

. 132 

— 

— 

132 

Whooping  Cough 

. 05 

— 

— 

65 

Food  Poisoning 

Q 

O 

— - 

9 

1 

Analysis  of  the  Total  Cases  (confirmed)  in  age  groups. 


Under 

1 

Year 

l 

to 

3 

3 

to 

5 

5 

to 

10 

10 

to 

25 

25 

to 

45 

45 

to 

65 

65  Age 
and  un- 
over  known 

Scarlet  Fever 

1) 

1) 

14 

6 

i 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

5 

10 

20 

24 

\> 

0 

0 

0 

0 

M cash's 

8 

27 

-14 

50 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Pneumonia 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

4 

6 

0 

Ac.  Poliom velitis 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 
M ('ll  mgoeoeeal 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

I nfect  ion 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Food  Poisoning 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

TUBES  CULOSIS. 


New 

Cases 

and 

Mortality  during  1951. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Aj{e  Periods. 

Respiratory. 

Non- Respiratory. 

Respiratory.  Non- Respiratory 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1) 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

25 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

35 

0 

0 

0 

0 

‘> 

1 

0 

0 

45 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

55 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1) 

1) 

0 

u 

65  and 
upwards 

0 

1 

1) 

0 

0 

1 

1) 

u 

Ag-e 

unknown 

0 

0 

0 

0 

II 

0 

0 

0 

Totals' 

1 

5 

1 

u 

3 

o 

0 

0 

